HANOVER TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
April 6, 2022
7:30 P.M.
Present:

Councilmen Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus; J. Jackson
Eaton, III, Esquire; Al Kortze, P.E.; Melissa A. Wehr; Vicky Roth

Absent:

0

Attendance:

5

Courtesy of the Floor: None.
Approval of Minutes: March 16, 2022 Regular Council Meeting
Motion: I move that the March 16, 2022 Regular Council Meeting Minutes be
amended to the Attorney’s request.
Paulus, Woolley: Moved and Seconded
Heimbecker, Lawlor, Woolley, Paulus:
Tocci:

Aye
Nay

Reports:
1. Melissa A. Wehr
Township Manager
1. Interviews have begun for the Receptionist position this week. The Township
Manager is hopeful that within the next week position will be filled.
2. The Township Manager has River Central maps that are in draft form for the
Board’s review.
3. Proposed Eagle Scout Tim Cline was doing a food donation drive for his Eagle
Scout project. The Township Manager was contacted to see if they could place a
donation box at the Municipal Building. His goal was 5,000 items. He met and
exceeded his goal with a total of 6,441 items.
4. As a bit of interest, the Township Manager attended the Chamber of Commerce
Annual Mayor of Municipal Official Reception last week. The former manager at
Hanover Township, Chris Garges, received Township Manager of the Year through
the Chamber.
2. Al Kortze, P.E.
Township Engineer
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1. The Township Engineer reported that the bid opening for the Allendale Sanitary
Sewer Project is scheduled for the next Council meeting, April 20.
3. J. Jackson Eaton, III, Esquire
Township Attorney
The Township Attorney mentioned that his items are on the Agenda.
Unfinished Business: None.
New Business:
1. Resolution No. 2022-28, A Resolution Granting Preliminary/Final Land
Development Approval – Runway 6/24 Rehabilitation Program, Lehigh
Northampton Airport Authority, 3311 Airport Rd., Allentown, PA 18109 (Vote)
Christine Troxell of McTish, Kunkle & Associates representing LehighNorthampton Airport Authority. They are present this evening to request that the
Council consider Preliminary/Final Land Development Approval for the Runway
Improvements Project. The project consists primarily of widening and
improvements to the runway prominently pavement and drainage improvements
only. The Chairman of Council mentioned that the Board had the Township
Engineer’s Comment Letter and it was not necessary for Ms. Troxell to review
them individually. At this time, Ryan Meyer, Director of Planning for LehighNorthampton Airport Authority gave a brief history of the project. The Chairman
of Council said he has before him eight conditions from the Lehigh Valley
Planning Commission and asked Ms. Troxell if they are in agreement with the
eight conditions. She replied that they are in agreement. Also, there are 11
waivers. Ms. Troxell said they are in agreement with the 11 waivers. The
Township Engineer said the waivers that are being waived are not in conflict with
what the Township’s goals would be for the project.
Motion: I recommend of Resolution No. 2022-28, A Resolution Granting
Preliminary/Final Land Development Approval – Runway 6/24 Rehabilitation
Program, Lehigh Northampton Airport Authority, 3311 Airport Rd., Allentown,
PA 18109 as presented.
Heimbecker, Lawlor: Moved and Seconded
Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:

Aye

Unan.

2. LNAA Remote Restroom Connection to Public Sanitary Sewer (Vote)
Ryan Meyer from Lehigh-Northampton Airport Authority gave a brief summary
of this project. They are looking to replicate the restroom that was previously
located at one of their hangars on the northside of the airfield that was demolished
as part of the Race Street road widening. It had an underground storage tank.
They are requesting approval from Council to not connect to the sanitary sewer
based on some of the conditions that were outlined in the packet given to Council
in terms of the cost and some of the other maintenance concerns that they have.
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Jonathan Gerardo, Director of Design and Construction for the Rockefeller Group
explained the Exhibits. Mr. Gerardo said if the Council for some reason still
thinks that by Ordinance they should have to tie in, they respectfully request some
relief from that Ordinance for this one particular remote restroom on Airport
property. One of the Councilmen asked why they are being required to connect.
The Township Manager explained that when she reviewed the chapter that has the
Ordinance that is referenced, it requires connection of an improved property to
sewer system if the primary building on the property is within 150 feet of the
sewer system. The Township Attorney read out loud the section in the Ordinance
relating to this situation. He explained that even though the principal building is
not within 150 feet, it would not have to be connected if it weren’t connected.
The Ordinance also provides for exceptions for certain circumstances and the
circumstances here are certainly unique for a small facility in that great distance.
As far as the Township Manager, as with the zoning, she does not have the right
to make the decisions on the exceptions even if the primary building is beyond
150 feet. If it is connected, then other buildings on that property as they have
sewage needs would have to be connected to the system unless Council gives an
exception. A discussion ensued.
The Chairman of Council said the Township has always made everyone connect
to the public sewer whether you are a resident or business. The purpose of the
Ordinance is to get rid of tanks and septics for the betterment of the environment.
A discussion ensued.
Motion: I move that Council make the exception to grant LNAA relief from
connecting to the public sanitary sewer.
Tocci,
Moved
No one seconded Motion
The Motion died.
3. Resolution No. 2022-27, Resolution to Amend Han-Le-Co Purchasing Policy to
Provide for Appropriations of Grants, Contributions or Matching Funds (Vote)
The Township Attorney explained that the Han-Le-Co Purchasing Policy in place
is a complete budget cycle description of procedures for Han-Le-Co. It provides
for them to make presentations to the Township Manager both with regard to their
Capital needs and with regard to their Operating Fund needs. It provides for them
to give a report once a year in September for the Expenditures they made in the
prior year in a general manner. It then continues on to provide how the funds will
be disbursed that relates to items that are line items (i.e. air packs, etc.). The
Township Attorney proposes to add to the existing policy some language that
specifically will deal with matching funds and contributions. Basically, it will
state that if Council designates something to be a contribution, then once the
appropriation is made and the Budget is passed, when monies are available as in
other items that are in the Budget, the Township Manager can provide that as a
lump sum payment. If it is a matching fund item, then the only thing the
Township Manager has to do is to make certain that the Fire Company has raised
or received the necessary amount of the funds that triggered the match. That is
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the scope of the Township Manager’s responsibility. If in addition it is a grant,
then at that point the monies go out. Although it would be possible to have a line
item that depicts for example, if you raise $1,000, the Township will give you a
$1,000 and it could be a normal Budget item. You would also have to indicate
that it is supposed to be a contribution. If it says matching fund, then there are
certain standards and if it says contribution, then there are other certain standards.
The existing Policy was approved by Council in 2019. A discussion ensued. One
of the Council Members requested that this needs more clarification regarding the
distinction between a grant and a contribution.
The Chairman of Council asked the Attorney if they can change this yearly at
Budget time and the Attorney replied, yes. A discussion ensued. Council agreed
that if the word “grant” came out of the draft, it would be acceptable. The
Township Manager said where it says “Fire Department” she would like it
changed to “Fire Company” on the Purchasing Policy. Under A) Budget,
subsection b), General Fund, the letter i) which reads, no later than September 1
of each year, the Manager would like it to read, no later than August 1 of each
year in conjunction with the preparation of the Budget for the following year, the
Fire Company shall provide the Township Manager a summary with detail of
funds received from the Township in the previous calendar year and how those
funds were utilized. The Fire Company President agreed to these changes.
Motion: I move that we accept the amendments as outlined by the Township
Attorney to Resolution No. 2022-27, Resolution to Amend Han-Le-Co
Purchasing Policy to Provide for Appropriations of Contributions or Matching
Funds.
Paulus, Woolley: Moved and Seconded
Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:

Aye

Unan.

Motion: I move to accept Resolution No. 2022-27, Resolution to Amend Han-LeCo Purchasing Policy to Provide for Appropriations of Contributions or Matching
Funds as amended.
Woolley, Tocci: Moved and Seconded
Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:

Aye

Unan.

4. Promulgation Acknowledging Mark Thomas as Small-Town Volunteer Award
(Vote)
The Township Manager said this is regarding what was discussed previously
where she and the Township Clerk entered Mark Thomas for the Award for his
service which he has provided to the Township on the Recreation and Planning
Commissions. In line with this, they created a Certificate which reads, “In
appreciation for outstanding achievement and public service, this Certificate is
presented to Mark Thomas in acknowledgement of his contribution for the vital
role of civic volunteerism in Hanover Township, Lehigh County, promulgated the
16th of March, 2022, by Hanover Township, Lehigh County Council.”
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A Council Member said that this is an honor befitting Mr. Thomas. He is a great
public servant.
Motion: I move we approve the Promulgation Acknowledging Mark Thomas as
Small-Town Volunteer Award as presented by the Township Manager.
Paulus, Woolley: Moved and Seconded
Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:

Aye

Unan.

5. Resolution No. 2022-29, A Resolution Proclaiming May 2, 2022 as Pennsylvania
State Police Day in Hanover Township (Vote)
The Township Manager said this is something that Hanover Township has done
for many years, and she is proud to be a part of it since she has joined the
Township. It is a proclamation setting aside May 2, 2022 as Pennsylvania State
Police Day in Hanover Township, Lehigh County.
Motion: I move we adopt Resolution No. 2022-29, A Resolution Proclaiming
May 2, 2022 as Pennsylvania State Police Day in Hanover Township, as
presented by the Township Manager.
Paulus, Woolley: Moved and Seconded
Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:

Aye

Unan.

Courtesy of the Floor:
The Fire Chief mentioned that he has a lot of the repairs that were needed on
the fire trucks over the past few years completed. The trucks are in approximately 98%
good shape. The ladder truck is in need of tires, which are over seven years old. He is in
the process of getting some quotes for the tires. One quote is $6,000 for 10 tires. He will
follow up with more information at the next meeting. April is Autism Awareness Month.
He knows someone with a young boy who has severe autism and likes emergency
vehicles. On April 16, he invited them to the fire station. NREMS will be in attendance,
and he is trying to get a State Police vehicle to be there as well. If anyone from the
Township would like to attend in support that would be welcomed. As soon as they have
a time nailed down, he will email the Township Manager with the information.
At this time, Councilman Tocci submitted his official Letter of Resignation
from the Hanover Township Council as of this date. He wished everyone in attendance,
along with the staff, employees, and fire company personnel who are not present the
very best health and well being for themselves and their families. The Chairman of
Council thanked him for his service.
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Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Melissa A. Wehr
Township Manager

